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Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 1 33). 
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 
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10) IH] The drawing(s) filed on 10/1/2003 is/are: a)[3 accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 
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Specification 

The disclosure is objected to because of the following informalities: The specification 
and claims are replete with grammatical errors and non-idiomatic English. 
Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1-5, and 11-12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Nishikawa et. al. (6580521) in view of Adams et. al. (6834929). 

With regards to claim 1, Nishikawa teaches a print control apparatus (col. 1, line 9) with 
selecting means for selecting print modes (col. 24, lines 23-24) and processing means for 
processing in the selected print mode (col. 24, line 65 - col. 25, line 3). Nishikawa does not 
teach print modes that concern the origin of drawing. Adams discloses a printing method for 
selecting between print modes (col. 6, lines 53 and 59) in which the first mode sets the drawing 
origin away from a sheet edge by a specified offset (normal printing mode, col. 6, line 53), and 
the second mode sets the sheet edge to the origin (borderless print mode, col 6, line 59). At the 
time of invention, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art to combine 
Nishikawa' s print control apparatus with Adam's print modes. The motivation for doing so, as 
taught by Adams, is to allow borderless printing leaves no unprintable margins (col. 1, line 37). 
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With regards to claim 2, Nishikawa teaches a mode using conventional PDL (col. 23, 
lines 38-41). 

With regards to claim 3, Nishikawa does not teach a mode using the new PDL. Adams 
discloses a print mode using the new PDL (borderless printing, col. 3, line 10-15). 

With regards to claim 4, Nishikawa teaches matching a drawing image with a center of an 
output sheet (col. 4, lines 8-13). 

With regards to claim 5, Nishikawa teaches processing means that forms information 
indicative of the print mode and drawing position (col. 24 line 67 - col. 25, line 3) and transmits 
the information to a printer (col. 25, lines 3-4). 

With regards to claims 1 1 and 12, Nishikawa teaches a print system (col. 13, line 28) 
comprising an instructing means (printer driver, col. 5, line 55), selecting means (printer 
controller, col. 6, line 3), and printing means (print engine 17, col. 6, line 8). Nishikawa does not 
teach print modes that concern the origin of drawing. Adams discloses a printing method for 
selecting between print modes (col. 6, lines 53 and 59) in which the first mode sets the drawing 
origin away from a sheet edge by a specified offset (normal printing mode, col. 6, line 53), and 
the second mode sets the sheet edge to the origin (borderless print mode, col. 6, line 59). At the 
time of invention, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art to combine 
Nishikawa' s print system with Adams' print modes. The motivation for doing so, as taught by 
Adams, is to allow for borderless printing, which leaves no unprintable margins (col. 1, line 37). 

Claims 6-8, 13-15, and 18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Kuroi et. al. (6734986) in view of Adams. 
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With regards to claim 6, Kuroi teaches of a print control method comprising of a 
selection step for selecting print mode (col. 3, lines 57-58), and a processing step for processing 
information indicative of the selected print mode (col. 3, lines 58-59). Kuroi does not teach of 
print modes that concern the origin of drawing. Adams discloses a printing method for selecting 
between print modes (col. 6, lines 53 and 59) in which the first mode sets the drawing origin 
away from a sheet edge by a specified offset (normal printing mode, col. 6, line 53), and the 
second mode sets the sheet edge to the origin (borderless print mode, col. 6, line 59). At the time 
of invention, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art to combine 
Kuroi' s program with Adams' print modes. The motivation for doing, as taught by Adams, is to 
allow for borderless printing, which leaves no unprintable margins (col. 1, line 37). 

With regards to claim 7, Kuroi does not teach a print mode for coping with conventional 
PDL. Adams teaches of a print mode for coping with conventional PDL (normal printing mode, 
col. 3, line 3). 

With regards to claim 8, Kuroi does not teach a print mode for coping with new PDL. 
Adams teaches of a print mode for coping with new PDL (borderless printing mode, col. 3, lines 
9-10). 

With regards to claim 13, Kuroi teaches a program (col. 4, lines 18-19), comprising a 
selecting step for selecting between print modes (col. 4, lines 20-21), and processing step for 
processing in the selected print mode (col. 4, line 19). Kuroi does not teach of print modes that 
concern the origin of drawing. Adams discloses a printing method for selecting between print 
modes (col. 6, lines 53 and 59) in which the first mode sets the drawing origin away from a sheet . 
edge by a specified offset (normal printing mode, col. 6, line 53), and the second mode sets the 
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sheet edge to the origin (borderless print mode, col. 6, line 59). At the time of invention, it 
would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art to combine Kuroi 5 s program 
with Adams' print modes. The motivation for doing, as taught by Adams, is to allow for 
borderless printing, which leaves no unprintable margins (col. 1, line 37). 

With regards to claim 14, Kuroi does not teach a print mode for coping with conventional 
PDL. Adams teaches of a print mode for coping with conventional PDL (normal printing mode, 
col. 3, line 3). 

With regards to claim 15, Kuroi does not teach a print mode for coping with new PDL. 
Adams teaches of a print mode for coping with new PDL (borderless printing mode, col. 3, lines 
9-10). 

With regards to claim 18, Kuroi teaches a program that includes a printer driver program 
(col. 4, line 22). 

Claims 9-10 and 16-17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Kuroi in view of Adams as applied to claims 6 and 13 above, and further in view of Nishikawa. 

With regards to claims 9 and 16, Kuroi does not teach print modes for centering images 
on the output sheet. Nishikawa teaches matching a drawing image with a center of an output 
sheet (col. 4, lines 8-13). 

With regards to claims 10 and 17, Kuroi does not teach a processing means that forms 
information indicative of the print mode and drawing position and sends it to a printer. 
Nishikawa teaches processing means that forms information indicative of the print mode and 



Application/Control Number: 10/674,494 
Art Unit: 2861 



Page 6 



drawing position (col. 24 line 67 - col. 25, line 3) and transmits the information to a printer (col. 
25, lines 3-4). 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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